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1. Assessment 
All students studying accredited programmes on the Engineers Academy study platform are 

entitled to clear and transparent information as to how they are assessed. 

All assessment activity within Engineers Academy is ultimately overseen and reviewed by 

the Assessment Board. For more details on the operation of the Assessment Board, please 

see the Engineers Academy Assessment Board Policy. 

1.1. Initial assessment for applicants wishing to study on Higher National programmes 

will be based on authenticated evidence of prior achievement and/or successful 

completion of Engineers Academy bridging courses, designed to allow students to 

demonstrate knowledge and skills at Level 3. Additionally, applicants may undergo a 

telephone interview with a course assessor, who will make a final judgement as to 

the applicant’s suitability for the programme. 

1.2. All on-programme assessment is compliant with the expectations and standards 

defined by the awarding body, where for HNC and HND Programmes, this awarding 

body is Pearson EDEXCEL. 

1.3. All assessments are designed to facilitate a clear understanding as to the 

expectations of the evidence required from the student, to achieve the requirements 

of their qualification. 

1.4. Course materials and assessments are designed such that all students are given an 

equal opportunity to achieve as part of their programme of study. 

1.5. The course is designed in a flexible manner to facilitate an appropriate degree of 

challenge, but nevertheless acknowledges that students partake in online learning 

programmes due to a variety of work and / or family commitments that prevent 

traditional study. 

1.6. All students are made aware of the assessment process and the expectations of 

student behaviour, with regard to assessment.  This forms part of their initial 

programme induction and is reinforced in the programme handbook. For Higher 

National students: 

1.6.1. Students are aware that the online platform is structured in such a way that 

all course materials and ‘practice questions’ are completed with a minimum 

passing grade before opportunity for formal assessment is unlocked. This is to 

ensure that all students have demonstrated their readiness for assessment. 

1.6.2. Students are made aware that those undertaking formal assessment will 

have only one opportunity for submission, in line with Pearson awarding body 

expectations. Resubmissions, if required, are handled in a manner that is in line 

with the awarding body expectations. 

1.6.3. Students are made aware that they have a time window (usually 3 weeks) in 

which to complete a formal assessment once it is first opened.  This is done to 



accommodate maximum possible fairness on a flexible, online learning 

programme.  

1.7. All students are made aware of information and guidance with regard to appeals 

relating to assessment decisions, detailed in the programme handbook and the 

Engineers Academy Academic Conduct Policy, and are aware of how to engage with 

these processes. 

1.8. Students with a disability or learning difficulty are not to be placed at a disadvantage 

by the mode of assessment, and the Assessment Board will address such issues on 

a case-by-case basis. 

1.9. Students are made aware of the consequences with regard to the late submission of 

assessment work, as communicated in the programme handbook. Nevertheless: 

1.9.1. Students may, with appropriate notice, communicate to their assessor that 

they will have difficulty meeting an assessment deadline. 

1.9.2. The assessor will consider as to whether suitable extenuating circumstances 

justify the late submission of assessment work, and will record any evidence of 

extenuating circumstances appropriately for review by the Assessment Board. 

1.9.3. For situations where the assessor is unsure about the validity of extenuating 

circumstances, these are referred to the Assessment Board for review. 

2. Feedback 
All students studying accredited programmes on the Engineers Academy study platform 

experience a range of opportunities for feedback. 

2.1 Throughout the programme, students make use of interactive practice questions, 

which provide instantaneous, automatic feedback for each question. Students are 

permitted to repeat practice questions and apply the feedback that they have received. 

2.2 For formal assessment, students are entitled to both formative and summative 

assessment in line with the awarding body (Pearson) expectations, such that these do 

not give undue advantage to the student. Namely: 

2.2.1 Students may contact assessors to receive formative assessment of their work. This 

feedback cannot confirm the achievement of criteria, or an overall grade. Nor can it 

unduly assist the learner in the achievement of said criteria. 

2.2.2 Students submitting assessments via the online study platform will only receive 

summative feedback and a grade upon the assessor’s completion of the assessment 

process, and completion of the internal verification process, where an assessment 

has been sampled for internal verification.  

2.2.3 This summative assessment confirms the grade achieved and offers clear 

justification for these assessment decisions. 

2.2.4 Any feedback given should not provide the student with undue guidance as to how 

they might improve their work, if it is the case that a resubmission is required. 

2.3 Students are made aware that they are entitled to receive feedback for their formal 

assessment work within 3 working weeks of its submission, unless agreed otherwise. 

 

 

 



3. Verification of Assessment Decisions 
All units delivered as part of Engineers Academy programmes are subject to the following 

verification policy: 

3.1. Internal verification takes place to quality-assure the assessment decisions made 

on the platform, and requires an internal verifier to verify decisions that have been 

made for a given assessment. 

3.2. Assessments that are subject to internal verification are selected on a sample basis, 

whereby: 

3.2.1. Every assessor has been exposed to the verification process. 

3.2.2. Every assessment in every unit is – at some point in the sampling process – 

exposed to the verification process. 

3.2.3. The assessments sampled exhibit a wide grade profile, including 

assessments that have not achieved a pass grade, where applicable. 

3.3. Additionally, the internal verification process may also be undertaken in response to 

a student appeal to the original assessment decision. 

3.4. Those assessments that are selected will be subject to internal verification by an 

internal verifier, and the verification process appropriately documented. 

3.5. Based on the internal verification, a decision may be reached between the internal 

verifier and the original assessor to: 

a. Accept the original assessment decision 

b. Modify the assessment decision 

c. Refer the decision to the assessment board. 

3.6. This internal verification process is completed within two weeks of the initial 

assessor’s grading, prior to the final grade being communicated to the student. 

Those instances of internal verification that are triggered by a student appeal will be 

completed within one week of the receipt of that appeal, with the student informed 

of the result of said process. 

3.7. Students are made aware that assessment grades are not confirmed prior to the 

internal verification process. 

3.8. Engineers Academy, when engaged in a collaborative arrangement with another 

provider, will also adhere to the quality processes of this provider, if these processes 

are not already addressed by the previous points. 

3.9. Following the above, the overarching approach to assessment and internal 

verification is reviewed by the Assessment Board, which reviews student grades 

awarded. See the Assessment Board Policy for details. 

4. Reporting 
Engineers Academy engages in a range of automated reporting processes for the 

monitoring of student progress. 

4.1. Students acknowledge upon enrolment that they (and their assessors) will receive a 

weekly email, which documents the percentage progress that they have made in that 

week of study and on the unit / programme as a whole. 

4.2. Students acknowledge upon enrolment that if they study on the Engineers Academy 

at the behest of an external sponsor (e.g. employer or training provider), said 

sponsor will also receive a weekly report which details the percentage progress of 

all students under their sponsorship. 



4.3. Students acknowledge upon enrolment that assessors will attempt to make contact 

with those students who have shown minimal or no progress for three consecutive 

weeks (triggered by assessors’ weekly reports), in order to address any problems 

and to ensure that all students are making appropriate progress in their studies. 

5. Authenticity of Student Evidence 
Engineers Academy seeks to ensure the authenticity of evidence submitted by all students 

for the purposes of formal assessment. 

5.1. Students are informed upon enrolment, and in the programme handbook, of the 

assessment processes detailed in Part 1, as well as the penalties involving 

plagiarism. 

5.2. In addition, the Engineers Academy platform is designed to minimise the opportunity 

for academic misconduct, whereby: 

5.2.1. The platform features a secure ‘login’ page, and all students each have a 

unique username and password. 

5.2.2. Assessments – particularly those that involve mathematical calculations – 

are randomised to the degree that all students will receive different 

permutations of assessment questions, preventing ‘like-for-like’ copying of 

another student’s work. This is facilitated in such a way that one permutation 

does not present a student with an advantage as compared to another. 

5.2.3. Students are required to acknowledge and confirm a formal declaration as to 

the authenticity of their evidence for each and every assessment on their 

programme. 

6. Progress Tracking 
Assessors on Engineers Academy accurately track student progress, in order to make 

accurate and timely claims to the awarding body. 

6.1. Students (and their sponsors, where applicable) on an Engineers Academy 

programme will receive a weekly report, which gives a headline percentage progress 

for that week’s study, as detailed in Part 4. 

6.2. Students can track their own ongoing progress on the Engineers Academy platform. 

6.3. All students on the Engineers Academy platform will study programme units 

sequentially, and not concurrently, allowing for a more manageable measure of 

progress through the programme as a whole. 

6.4. Assessors accurately record the achievement of all students, based on the 

assessment grades awarded to those students studying on accredited programmes, 

allowing for the monitoring of student progress. 

6.4.1. Tracking documentation is stored securely and is backed up regularly. 

6.4.2. The tracking documents the progress of all students on a given programme, 

and as such, is not made available to students. 

6.5. Students acknowledge that Engineers Academy reserve the right to contact them, or 

their sponsors, in the event of insufficient progress being made by the student in line 

with the study schedule received upon enrolment and the relevant Fees Policy. 

 


